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§1522.113

reconsideration of the decision by sub-
mitting a written petition for reconsid-
eration to the Assistant Secretary or
his or her designee within 30 days of re-
ceiving the notice of disapproval. The
written petition for reconsideration
must include a statement and any sup-
porting documentation explaining why
the applicant believes the reason for
disapproval is incorrect.

(b) Review of petition. Upon review of
the petition for reconsideration, the
Assistant Secretary or designee makes
a determination on the petition by ei-
ther affirming the disapproval of the
application or approving the applica-
tion. The Assistant Secretary or des-
ignee may request additional informa-
tion from the applicant prior to ren-
dering a decision. This disposition is a
final agency action for purposes of 49
U.S.C. 46110.

§1522.113 Withdrawal of approval.

(a) Basis for withdrawal of approval.
TSA may withdraw approval of a TSA-
approved validation firm if the valida-
tion firm ceases to meet the standards
for approval, fails to fulfill its respon-
sibilities under this subpart, or if TSA
determines that continued operation is
contrary to safety and the public inter-
est.

(b) Notice of withdrawal of approval.
(1) Except as provided in paragraph (c)
of this section, TSA will provide a
written notice of proposed withdrawal
of approval to the validation firm.

(2) The notice of proposed withdrawal
of approval will include the basis for
the withdrawal of approval.

(3) Unless the validation firm files a
written petition for reconsideration
under paragraph (d) of this section, the
notice of proposed withdrawal of ap-
proval will become a final notice of
withdrawal of approval 31 days after
the validation firm’s receipt of the no-
tice of proposed withdrawal of ap-
proval.

(c) Emergency notice of withdrawal of
approval. (1) If TSA finds that there is
an emergency requiring immediate ac-
tion with respect to a TSA-approved
validation firm’s ability to perform as-
sessments, TSA may withdraw ap-
proval of that validation firm without
prior notice.
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(2) TSA will incorporate in the emer-
gency notice of withdrawal of approval
a brief statement of the reasons and
findings for the withdrawal of ap-
proval.

(3) The emergency notice of with-
drawal of approval is effective upon the
TSA-approved validation firm’s receipt
of the notice. The validation firm may
file a written petition for reconsider-
ation under paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion; however, this petition does not
stay the effective date of the emer-
gency notice of withdrawal of approval.

(d) Petition for reconsideration. A vali-
dation firm may seek reconsideration
of the withdrawal of approval by sub-
mitting a written petition for reconsid-
eration to the Assistant Secretary or
designee within 30 days of receiving the
notice of withdrawal of approval. The
filing of a petition for reconsideration
does not stay the effective date of the
withdrawal pending the reconsider-
ation.

(e) Review of petition. Upon review of
the written petition for reconsider-
ation, the Assistant Secretary or des-
ignee makes a determination on the pe-
tition by either affirming or with-
drawing the notice of withdrawal of ap-
proval. The Assistant Secretary or des-
ignee may request additional informa-
tion from the validation firm prior to
rendering a decision. This disposition
is a final decision for purposes of re-
view under 49 U.S.C. 46110.

§1522.115 Renewal of TSA approval.

(a) Application. Every 12 months,
computed from the date of initial ap-
proval under §1522.107, or more fre-
quently as required by TSA, each vali-
dation firm must apply, in a form and
manner prescribed by TSA, for renewal
of approval of its security program,
and of approval to operate as a valida-
tion firm. If the validation firm sub-
mits the information in the month be-
fore or after it is due, the validation
firm is considered to have submitted
the information in the month it is due.
If the validation firm timely submits
its application for review of approval
under this section, the validation firm
may continue to conduct assessments
under this subpart unless and until
TSA denies the application.
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